
ANNOUNCEMENT
BENCHMARKS FOR 
COMPREHENSIVE 
SEXUAL HEALTH 
EDUCATION 
WORKING GROUP 

The Sex Information & Education Council of 
Canada (SIECCAN) is developing benchmarks 
for comprehensive sexual health education 
for youth. The Benchmarks will provide 
policy and program decision-makers and 
educators with a consistent, evidenced-
based tool to develop, implement, 
and evaluate sexual health education 
programs/curricula that address the age/
grade-specific sexual health education 
needs of diverse youth in Canada.

In preparation for the development of 
the Benchmarks, SIECCAN conducted a 
sexual health education needs assessment 
survey with 3551 youth and consulted with 
over 250 individuals from across Canada 
involved in sexual health education, 
promotion, and research.

The multidisciplinary Working Group will 
meet in the Fall of 2023 to provide guidance 
and advise on the development of the 
Benchmarks. SIECCAN is very pleased to 
announce the formation of the following 
Benchmarks Working Group.

CO-CHAIRS

Jessica Wood, Alex McKay,  
Sex Information & Education Council of Canada 
(SIECCAN)

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS

• Marie-Aude Boislard, Université du Québec à 
Montréal

• Jennifer Butler, FOXY: Fostering Open 
eXpression among Youth

• Sandra Byers, University of New Brunswick
• Angelica Casarella, Public Health Agency of 

Canada (ex-offico)
• Fred Chabot, Action Canada for Sexual Health 

and Rights
• Heather Cobb, Alberta Society for the Promotion 

of Sexual Health
• Sarah Flicker, York University
• Iehente Foote, Native Youth Sexual Health 

Network
• Renee Gregorsen, Physical and Health Education 

Canada 
• Susan Hornby, Pan-Canadian Joint Consortium 

for School Health
• Brittany Jakubiec, Egale
• Matthew Johnson, Media Smarts
• Amanda Kanbari, Northwest Territories
• Ellen Long, Physical and Health Education 

Canada  
• Rachael Maclean, Canadian Public Health 

Association
• Debbie Owusu-Akyeeah, Canadian Centre for 

Gender and Sexual Diversity 
• Jody Shynkaruk, Saskatchewan Prevention 

Institute
• Lisa Smylie, Indigenous Affairs Canada
• Shannon Thom, CARE Canada Youth Champion


